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Colonel Creid K. Johnson,
ACC Director of Safety
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We are in the midst of our holiday season and, traditionally,
it’s a festive time of year spent with family members.  It is a time
for us to reflect upon the past and make plans for the diverse
challenges the future will bring.  Within ACC, the accomplishments
we made this past year are impressive — the safest year in com-
mand history overall.  As we celebrate this season, please take the
time to remember our fellow Airmen standing alert or on duty
supporting various operations around the world.

It is especially important that during this time you practice
personal risk management, especially when traveling.  There are
four stories in this month’s issue that everyone needs to read
before getting on the road.  Each one outlines ways to avoid
hazards associated with road travel like drowsiness, nighttime
risks, and getting stranded in your car without the basics.  In
addition, supervisors need to conduct pre-departure safety brief-
ings to ensure personnel make smart decisions, have well thought
out travel plans, don’t overextend themselves, and consider all the
potential risks.  If travel plans don’t pass the common sense test,
don’t travel and simply call “knock-it-off.”

All commanders, supervisors, coworkers, and individuals
need to actively set the proper conditions for a safe holiday sea-
son.  It is critical that all of our Airmen act responsibly to take care
of themselves and those around them.  Everyone needs to be very
aware of the choices they make.  We’ve seen it time and again
where celebrations start off with the best of intentions only to end
in tragedy.  Through our active involvement we can prevent drink-
ing and driving, can ensure people wear seat belts, can help
personnel know the dangers of exceeding posted speed limits, and
can help emphasize the need to stay
alert to our surroundings.  As profes-
sional Airmen 24/7, we have this obliga-
tion.  We don’t want to lose a single Air
Combat Command family member
during this holiday season.  Let’s begin
2005 safe and ready for the diverse
challenges that lie ahead.  Best wishes
for a safe and happy holiday!
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